WALKERBURN RUGBY FOR PN 

Hawick Harlequins - 78       Walkerburn - 0
A depleted Walkerburn fifteen with 11 call offs and long term injuries to stalwarts Simon Currie, Keith McCudden and Matt Carter, travelled to Hawick to take on a Harlequins side that hold third spot in East division 2, a division above Walkerburn’s.  Walkerburn were under no illusion that this would be a tall ask, but being a knock-out Regional Bowl fixture, there was nothing to lose but everything to gain.  A makeshift side that had not trained together made this a difficult fixture to prepare for and the Walkerburn coach, Iain Watson, asked for the side to keep the game tight, using the Burn’s big forwards to outmuscle a lighter Quins pack.  The key to any chance of success was clearly to deny the younger and quicker Harlequins back line the space to work any magic.  And to start with that was exactly what the ‘Burn did.  
While ‘Quins had the benefit of the strong breeze, the Walkerburn pack did much to nullify their opening attacks and it was Walkerburn who had the first shot at points in the 5th minute when the referee, Selkirk’s Craig Smith, adjudged Quins to be offside at the ruck, however Gary Inglis was wide with his penalty attempt.  Indeed it was Walkerburn who exerted the early pressure, but failed to come away with points.  Quins, however eventually cleared their lines with a long wind-assisted kick down the Walkerburn right, which was only cleared to just outside the 22 by scrum half Andrew Lindsay covering back.  From the ensuing line-out the Quins fly-half stepped inside Gary Inglis, however without any Walkerburn cover defence, he was able to get his pass away to his inside centre for a score under the cross-bar, leaving them 7 points to the good with just 13 minutes played.
This only appeared to galvanise Walkerburn who dominated the remainder of the quarter, spurning a penalty attempt in the 16th minute to go for the corner and putting the Quins line under considerable pressure, which was only stopped by gritty, if not always legal, 5 metre line defence.  In the 21st minute they were able to clear to the ‘Burn 10 metre line, where an unfortunate knock-on gave the pressured Quins scrum the put-in, which they scrambled back to their talented back line, this time their fly-half attracted two ‘Burn tacklers leaving an overlap down the ‘Burn left, which was further exploited by the full back joining the line, but with Walkerburn’s defence scrambling to cover, the overlap was spurned for a pass inside to the flanker for their second converted score against a wrong-footed Walkerburn defence.  From the kick-off Quins were again putting pressure on Walkerburn, however for once their kicking game was wayward and they found ‘Burn’s Andrew Aitken at full back, Aitken ran back hard, however, winger Danny Cowe overran the Aitken pass and the loose ball was snapped up by Cowe’s opposite number for a clear run to the line.  This, after just 24 minutes of play, effectively ended the game as a contest, with Quins now 21 points to the good.  
That is not to say that Walkerburn were by any means outmuscled up front nor that they did not have opportunities through the mazy running of Gary Alexander at outside centre and the direct hit up runs of Ally Drummond inside him.  Indeed the side kept at their task, however under pressure from ceaseless attacks by the ever more confident Harlequins back line ably supported by a quick and effective back row trio, Burn were forced into kicking possession away to clear their lines.  Without an effective kick chase, this tactic played into the hands of a very speedy and jinky Harlequins back line, which appeared to step the Walkerburn first line and cover defence at will.  With tries coming in the 29th and 33rd minutes, Harlequins closed out the half 31 points ahead.  
Walkerburn were called upon to get back to playing the game tight and to mount effective kick chases if they were to continue the kicking game, but they were soon back on their heels from an unexpected source, the Harlequins pack.  In the 44th minute the Quins line-out split into two pods drawing the ‘Burn line-out apart and from the top of the back pod the ball was delivered to the Quins no.8 in the middle with a clear stumble to the try line.  This, so close to the restart, was a bitter pill to swallow and as Walkerburn resorted to an increasingly desperate kicking game to relieve pressure, they were faced with waves of fleet footed attackers swamping their defensive lines and conceded a further 6 tries in the last half hour of the game.  
To add insult to injury prop Dean Gilchrist was forced off the park with 20 minutes to go, for a knee injury that could keep him out of Walkerburn colours for some months to come.  Overall this was a lesson in the gulf between top of the 2nd and middle of the 3rd Division regional rugby and a benchmark for Walkerburn of the level they have to achieve if they are to meet their ambition of moving up a division.  Next up, it’s back to League action for the ‘Burn with a home game against Edinburgh side Inverleith, when Walkerburn will be seeking to extend their season’s unbeaten home record.  Kick-off is at 2pm at Caberston. 
